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[Abstract:] Requests Supts’ views as to the smaller vault of silver... 85 4 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 17, 1882 


Sir: 


I enclose a letter from E.M. Stahl, asking if mutilated silver coins will be received at the 
Mint in small amounts, which I forward for you to answer him. 


In regard to the subject, I have to say, that the withdrawal of mutilated silver coins from 
circulation would be a public advantage, and should be facilitated by the Mint, so far as can 
conveniently and consistently be done. 


The Instructions in regard to the purchase of silver bullion for coinage at the Mints (page 
10) and the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury have not fixed the minimum amount which 
may be purchased by the Superintendents of the Mints in lots of less than ten thousand ounces, 
and purchases of lots from ten to one hundred dollars value are frequently reported. 


I will thank you for an expression of your views as to whether any and what minimum 
amount of silver bullion a Superintendent of the Mint should be authorized to receive on a 
purchase for coinage, and, secondly, whether mutilated American silver coin could be safely 
transferred to the Melter and Refiner without melting into a bar, and whether a melting charge on 
such coin should be remitted. While the first paragraph of the Instructions authorizes, it does not 
require the Superintendent to refuse to purchase silver bullion of less than one hundred dollars 
value, but seems to leave the amount of a purchase not exceeding ten thousand ounces 
discretionary with him. 


Respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint of the U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


